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May 30, 2006 

 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 
 
The Committee on Legislative Matters convened on May 30, 2006 with Chairman Thomas Taylor 
presiding and Committee Members Aldermen Maryann Heuston, William Roche and Robert Trane also 
present and voting.  Also present were Alderman William White, Denise Provost, Rebekah Gewirtz, Bruce 
Desmond, Dennis Sullivan and Walter Pero.  
 
The meeting was called to further discuss the proposed ordinance regarding Article IV: Condominium and 
Cooperative Conversions and Related Evictions.  Chairman Taylor informed those present that this meeting 
was not a public hearing and that public comments would not be accepted at this time.  He further stated 
that another public hearing would be held on the matter in mid-September.  Alderman Roche’s motion that 
sign-in sheets be passed around so that those present might be notified of future meetings, was approved. 
 
Requests made at the last meeting were reviewed and addressed.  Alderman White expressed his concern 
regarding the legality of applying the proposed change to 1-2-3 family dwellings and requested a detailed 
memorandum of the legality of the proposal. 
 
Alderman Heuston’s motion that the draft proposal be made available on the city’s web site and at city 
hall, was approved.  (Chairman Taylor noted that the draft is currently posted on the web and that he would 
instruct the City Clerk to have copies available at city hall.)  Chairman Taylor stated that the flyer 
distributed throughout the city by the Cambridge based Small Property Owners Association, (SPOA), 
contains inaccuracies 
 
Mayor Curtatone spoke about the proposal and said that there is much misinformation circulating about it.  
He said that the proposal is a good faith effort to balance the rights of landlords and tenants.  Alderman 
Roche suggested that the city put some frequently asked questions (FAQ’s) on the web page.  (Alderman 
Provost requested a hard copy of the FAQ’s and answers.) 
 
SPCD Special Counsel Anne Thomas stated that the city didn’t expect the proposed ordinance to pass in its 
present form, but rather saw it as a starting point to begin a dialog on the subject.  She noted that there is a 



provision in the proposed ordinance protecting tenants in cases of rents being raised to an unreasonable 
degree.  She also stated that some of the language needs to be revised and that the city is hoping not to 
propose unilateral changes, but to get input of what needs to be changed.  She also maintained that it is 
some specific language that is being targeted.  She told those present that all property is governed by state 
law unless a local ordinance exists and that state law governs how much rents can be raised. 
 
Mr. Ercolini of SPCD reiterated the comments of the mayor regarding the flyer that was distributed, stating 
that it was despicable.  He told the members that part of the problem was that the present ordinance was 
allowed to stay in effect, which in turn creating problems.  He said that this Administration is attempting to 
strengthen the ordinance and noted that it is a “work in progress”. 
 
Director of SPCD, James Kostaras stated that the draft is the starting point and that the city is seeking input 
from all sides of the issue.  He further stated that it is unacceptable for misinformation to be disseminated.  
He noted that rent control is not legal in Massachusetts and said that this proposal is not an attempt to stop 
conversion but rather it is an attempt to strengthen tenants’ notification requirements.  He also noted that 
the cities of Boston and Brookline have condo ordinances and that their property values have not gone 
down.  Responding to a question from Alderman Sullivan, Mr. Kostaras said that the proposal would have 
no impact on the value of the average 2-3 family homes in Somerville. 
 
Alderman Pero’s motion that there be a clarification regarding whether the vote needs to be 2/3 or a 
simple majority, was approved. 
 
Responding to a question by Alderman Trane, Ms. Thomas stated that the city can legally regulate condo 
conversion because of its home rule petition and noted that Chapter 527 allows cities and towns to adopt 
different laws than the state, if passed by 2/3 vote of its legislative body.  Therefore, Somerville is exempt 
from Chapter 527 because of the home rule petition.  She also stated that the current ordinance also 
regulates property with fewer than 4 units.  Alderman White disagreed and stated that he believes that the 
proposal for 2-3 families would be struck down by a court of law. 
 
No papers were acted on. 
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Alderman Thomas F. Taylor, Chairman 
Committee on Legislative Matters 
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